
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs g MEPA Office

Effective January 2011

The information requested on this form must be
completed to begin MEPA Review of a NPC in
accordance with the provisions of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act and its
implementing regulations (see 301 CMR 11.10(1)).

EOEA #13897

Project Name: Environmental Impact Report and Comprehensive Wastewater
Management Plan
Street Address: 90 Ingell Street
Municipality: Taunton Watershed: Taunton River
Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates:

Latitude: 41°52’25” N   Longitude: 71°5’48” W

Estimated commencement date: 4/20/17 Estimated completion date: 6/30/18
Project Type: Planning Status of project design: 50 %complete

Proponent: City of Taunton DPW
Street Address: 90 Ingell Street
Municipality: Taunton State: MA Zip Code: 02780
Name of Contact Person: Michael Andrus, P.E.
Firm/Agency: BETA Group, Inc. Street Address: 6 Blackstone Valley Place,

Suite 101
Municipality: Lincoln State: RI Zip Code: 02865
Phone: 401-333-2382 Fax: 401-333-9225 E-mail: mandrus@beta-

inc.com

With this Notice of Project Change, are you requesting:
a Single EIR? (see 301 CMR 11.06(8)) Yes No
a Special Review Procedure? (see 301CMR 11.09) Yes No
a Waiver of mandatory EIR? (see 301 CMR 11.11) Yes No
a Phase I Waiver? (see 301 CMR 11.11) Yes No

Which MEPA review threshold(s) does the project meet or exceed (see 301 CMR 11.03)? Rare
Species/Habitat, Wastewater

Which State Agency Permits will the project require? None

Identify any financial assistance or land transfer from an Agency of the Commonwealth, including
the Agency name and the amount of funding or land area in acres:
Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan ($760,000)
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 MEPA Analyst:

 Phone: 617-626-
Notice of Project Change
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 PROJECT INFORMATION

In 25 words or less, what is the project change?  The project change involves . . .
Lapse of time - it has been more than 3 years since the ENF was filed for the CWMP
(2006).

See full project change description beginning on page 3.

Date of publication of availability of the ENF in the Environmental Monitor: (Date: 10/25/2006)

Was an EIR required? Yes No; if yes,
was a Draft EIR filed? Yes  (Date: July 2009) No
was a Final EIR filed? Yes  (Date:                ) No
was a Single EIR filed? Yes  (Date:                ) No

Have other NPCs been filed? Yes  (Date(s): September 2009) No (See Attachment A)

If this is a NPC solely for lapse of time (see 301 CMR 11.10(2)) proceed directly to
ATTACHMENTS & SIGNATURES.

PERMITS / FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE / LAND TRANSFER
List or describe all new or modified state permits, financial assistance, or land transfers not
previously reviewed: dd w/ list of State Agency Actions (e.g., Agency Project, Financial
Assistance, Land Transfer, List of Permits)

NPDES Wastewater Discharge Permit (No. MA0100897)
Clean Water State Revolving Fund Loan (CWSRF 4174)

Are you requesting a finding that this project change is insignificant? A change in a Project
is ordinarily insignificant if it results solely in an increase in square footage, linear
footage, height, depth or other relevant measures of the physical dimensions of the
Project of less than 10% over estimates previously reviewed, provided the increase
does not meet or exceed any review thresholds. A change in a Project is also ordinarily
insignificant if it results solely in an increase in impacts of less than 25% of the level
specified in any review threshold, provided that cumulative impacts of the Project do
not meet or exceed any review thresholds that were not previously met or exceeded.
(see 301 CMR 11.10(6)) Yes No; if yes, provide an explanation of this request in
the Project Change Description below.

FOR PROJECTS SUBJECT TO AN EIR

If the project requires the submission of an EIR, are you requesting that a Scope in a
previously issued Certificate be rescinded?

Yes No; if yes, provide an explanation of this request_______________.

If the project requires the submission of an EIR, are you requesting a change to a Scope in a
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previously issued Certificate?
Yes No; if yes, provide an explanation of this request_______________.

SUMMARY OF PROJECT CHANGE PARAMETERS AND IMPACTS

Summary of Project Size
& Environmental Impacts

Previously
reviewed1

Net Change Currently
Proposed

LAND

Total site acreage Approx. 4,600

Acres of land altered 0.9

Acres of impervious area 0.9

Square feet of bordering vegetated
wetlands alteration

0

Square feet of other wetland alteration
3,400 sf of BLSF
2,400 sf of
Riverfront Area

Acres of non-water dependent use of
tidelands or waterways 0

STRUCTURES

Gross square footage

Number of housing units 0

Maximum height (in feet)

TRANSPORTATION

Vehicle trips per day 0

Parking spaces 0

WATER/WASTEWATER

Gallons/day (GPD) of water use 0

GPD water withdrawal 0

GPD wastewater generation/ treatment 10.7 MGD

Length of water/sewer mains (in miles) 147 (gravity)
31 (force main)

NOTES:
1Figures are as reported in 2006 ENF. No changes have been made from the CWMP.

Does the project change involve any new or modified:
1.  conversion of public parkland or other Article 97 public natural resources to any

purpose not in accordance with Article 97? Yes No
2.  release of any conservation restriction, preservation restriction, agricultural

preservation restriction, or watershed preservation restriction? Yes No
3. impacts on Rare Species? Yes No
4. demolition of all or part of any structure, site or district listed in the State Register of
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Historic Place or the inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth?
Yes No
5.  impact upon an Area of Critical Environmental Concern? Yes No

If you answered ‘Yes’ to any of these 5 questions, explain below:

PROJECT CHANGE DESCRIPTION (attach additional pages as necessary).  The project change
description should include:

(a) a brief description of the project as most recently reviewed
(b) a description of material changes to the project as previously reviewed,
(c) if applicable, the significance of the proposed changes, with specific reference to the

factors listed 301 CMR 11.10(6), and
(d) measures that the project is taking to avoid damage to the environment or to minimize

and mitigate unavoidable environmental impacts.  If the change will involve modification of any
previously issued Section 61 Finding, include a draft of the modified Section 61 Finding (or it will
be required in a Supplemental EIR).

See Attached Memo







MEMORANDUM

BETA GROUP, INC.
www.BETA-Inc.com

The City of Taunton submitted an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) for its Comprehensive Wastewater
Management Plan (CWMP) in 2006.  The CWMP identified areas of need for the City’s wastewater collection
and treatment systems, and outlined a plan for improvements to meet the City’s wastewater needs over the
next 20 years.  In 2009, a draft Environmental Impact Report and Final Comprehensive Wastewater
Management Plan was submitted.  The draft EIR and final draft CWMP were reviewed and comments issued.
However,  the  City’s  WWTF  NPDES  permit  was  in  the  process  of  being  developed,  so  the  City  decided  to
postpone finishing the planning project until the new permit was in place.

Since  the  draft  EIR-CWMP  was  submitted,  several  changes  have  occurred  with  respect  to  the  City’s
wastewater system.  Namely:

1. I/I Reduction Projects:  The  City  has  completed  twelve  (12)  phases  of  sewer  system  evaluation
service  (SSES)  construction  projects  aimed  at  removing  infiltration  and  inflow  (I/I)  from  the  City
sewer system (and another project is currently underway). To date the multi-phase program has
removed an estimated 5 MGD of infiltration/inflow from the system (based on a 1-year storm).

2. Sewer Extensions:  Two sewer extension projects have been completed within needs areas
identified in the CWMP.  The “Winthrop St, Williams St, and Davenport Terrace Sewer Extension
and Matthews Drive Septic System Replacement” project addressed sewer needs in Needs Areas
U, Z, and a portion of K.  The “Winthrop St West Sewer Extension” project addressed Needs Areas
K and a small portion of Area L.

3. Future Flow Projections:  The casino planned in Taunton was not included in the projection of
future flows to the Taunton WWTF.  Although an allowance for future industrial/commercial flow
was included in the projection, the First Light Casino being considered will require flow allocation
that will require a re-assessment of flows.

The  evaluation  of  need  for  sewer  extensions  into  developed  areas  of  the  City,  which  was
presented in the CWMP, was conducted in 2004-2005.  Since that time, conditions (age, failure
rates, etc.) regarding the use of on-site wastewater have changed.  This results in changes to the
prioritization of the Needs Areas and a corresponding re-assessment of the future flow to the
WWTF.

4. New NPDES Permit: In  April  2017,  the  Taunton  WWTF  was  issued  a  final  NPDES  surface  water
discharge  permit  (Permit  #MA0100897).   At  the  time  that  the  CWMP  and  Draft  EIR  were
completed, the new permit had not been issued so any new discharge limitations were unknown.
Accordingly, assumptions were necessarily made regarding the level of treatment required at the
WWTF.  In particular, the limit for Total Nitrogen is lower in the final permit than the assumptions
that were made when the reports were written.  At the direction of MassDEP the limit for total
nitrogen in the effluent was assumed to be 8 mg/l at current design flow.  With the new permit
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actually targeting a total nitrogen limit of 3 mg/l, re-examination of the treatment technologies
that will need to be incorporated into the WWTF is necessary.

5. Energy Audits:   In  accordance  with  the  “Revised  MEPA  Greenhouse  Gas  Emissions  Policy  and
Protocol”  the  City  recently  completed  two  energy  audits  at  the  WWTF  –  one  for  the  process
equipment, and one for the building systems.  The results of these two audits will be taken into
account with findings and conclusions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions included in the CWMP
and EIR.  In addition to the energy audits, an evaluation of the potential to site a photovoltaic
array on Taunton’s former sludge landfill will be undertaken.

6. Mobile Home Consent Orders: In 2016, MassDEP issued Administrative Consent Orders to the Oak
Hill Mobile Home Park and the Colonial Estates Manufactured Home Park, both located on
Lothrop Street, in Needs Area C.  Both of these consent orders require the respective parks to
connect  to  City  sewers,  which  will  necessitate  the  City  extending  sewers  to  these  areas  on  an
accelerated timetable.

7. WWTF Flow: The earlier versions of the CWMP included the goal of possibly increasing the
capacity of the wastewater treatment plant for expanded sewer service capacity.  At that time it
was assumed that there was the possibility that a new NPDES permit could include an increased
allowable flow limit.  The new NPDES permit does not include an increased flow limit, and it does
not appear that one will be granted in the near future.  Therefore, the city is no longer advancing
the concept of an expansion in the capacity of the wwtp with a surface water discharge.  The final
CWMP will include a desktop analysis of potential sites for groundwater discharge, but will not
assume any increase in surface water discharge is possible.  It should be noted that the City
already considers groundwater disposal options for remote service areas.  In fact, the City
constructed a community septic system at Matthews Landing to service 26 homes rather than
extending a sewer force main to this area.  The community septic system is owned and maintained
by  the  DPW  sewer  operations  unit.   The  customers  are  billed  the  same  as  all  other  sewer
customers.   This  is  to  our  knowledge the only  one or  at  most  one of  a  few facilities  of  this  kind
owned and operated by a municipal sewer department.

The City is attempting to qualify for zero interest financing of the upcoming improvements at the
wwtp though the State Revolving Loan Program administered by MassDEP and the
Massachusetts  Clean Water  Trust.   One of  several  requirements  is  the approval  of  a  CWMP and
EIR for which we are now seeking to complete.   A second critical issue requires that the applicant
has adopted land use controls, subject to the  review and approval of the department of
environmental protection in consultation with the department of housing and economic
development and, where applicable any regional land use regulatory entity, intended to limit
wastewater flows to the amount authorized under zoning and wastewater regulations as of the
date of the approval of the CWMP.  This requirement also pertains to regional communities
connected to the WWTF.  In the case of the Taunton WWTF, this will require the agreement of the
Town of Raynham and the North Dighton Sewer District.

These issues will be further developed in the Final EIR and section 61 findings.
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NOTE:  The City of Taunton has set up a repository on its DPW Website making available all  the
reports and documents pertaining to the Comprehensive Wastewater Management Planning
(CWMP).  One can access this repository by going to the Taunton DPW website at this link
https://www.taunton-ma.gov/department-public-works  and locating the section named
Wastewater Planning – CWMP.

Ref: Document3
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ATTACHMENT A – CWMP AND NPC
CERTIFICATES
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